Palindrome Pairs by Hattie, Scott
131 
PALINDROME PAIRS 
SCOTT HATTIE 
North Bay, Ontario, Canada 
In Cat! s Cradle, by Kurt Vonnegut Jr. , persons whose lives are 
tangled up for no very logical reasons are said to belong to the same 
r karass I. The table on the following two pages consists of pairs of 
words which also have this property: although not logically (seman­
tically) related, they are inextricably linked to each other by the fact 
that toge the r they fo rm a palindrome. 
These can be regarded as a generalization of reversal pairs such 
as 1 stop - pots' or r nap - pan!, which form the main diagonal (upper 
left to lower right). The diagonals immediately above and below con­
tain word-pairs christened drop-letter reversals by Dmitri Borgmann 
in his book Language on Vacation (Scribner! s, 1965). In order to fill 
in the margins of the table as far as possible, any single letter has 
been regarde d as a word. Words appearing in the lowe r left and up­
per right corners contain internal palindromes of six letters or more; 
a type-collection of such words was presented by A. Ross Eckler and 
Leslie E. Card in the February 1974 issue of Word Ways. 
All words in the table can be found as boldface entrie s in the main 
section of either the second or third editions of Webster's New Inter­
national Dictionary, or can be inferred from such entries (plurals of 
nouns, past tens e s of verbs and the like). Jack Levine IS three- volume 
compilation of pattern words in Webster was of inestimable value in lo­
cating the mo re extreme example s; Language on Vacation was helpful 
in identifying long reve r sals and drop-lette r reve rsals. 
Readers are invited to fill in some of the blanks or extend the 
table, but are warned that the task will not be easy. Note that it is 
especially difficult to find words with internal palindromes of eight let­
ters or more; only four appear in the table. The remarkable nature of 
the pair (s, sensuousness) is visually demonstrated by its separation 
from the othe r table entrie s. 
I am inde bted to the edito r fo r numerous additions. 
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